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Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport submission of 10 January 2018 
 
Thank you for your further letter of 8 December 2017 in respect of the above petition, 
following the Committee’s consideration at its meeting on 23 November. 
 
You reference my letter of 26 June 2017 to the Committee, when I stated my understanding 
that NHS Highland’s offer to meet with local Councillors in relation to the redesign had been 
turned down.  I note you received representations from Councillors of the Eilean a Cheo 
Ward, stating they “would like to note for the record that at no time have we refused to meet 
with any party on NHSH, including Chairman Mr David Alston”. 
 
You have set out that you are extremely concerned at any suggestion that the Committee 
and the Scottish Government are being misinformed as to the nature of communications 
between NHS Highland and the elected representatives of Skye.  You asked that I seek 
further clarification from NHS Highland as to exactly what communication they have had with 
the locally elected representatives and what responses they have received. 
 
I can assure the Committee that I too would be concerned if the Committee or Scottish 
Government were misinformed and I have sought advice from NHS Highland.  I have set out 
below the relevant text from correspondence between the Board and local Councillors.  
 
The Board advise that on 9 June the Councillors responded to correspondence received 
from the Chairman of NHS Highland, and in response to the Chair’s invitation to meet with 
them the Councillors noted that: 
 
We believe we have made our concerns about access to emergency medical clear to you 
and the Chief Executive. If you believe a meeting would assist us in progressing our 
concerns rapidly then of course we are happy to meet with you. If however the purpose of 
such a meeting is simply so that you can reiterate points of little or no relevance to the 
concerns of the electorate and fail to address legitimate issues and concerns that have 
already been put to you, then our time would clearly be better spent progressing these 
issues in other ways. 
 
The Chair responded on 20 June noting he was sorry that the Councillors “feel that a 
meeting to discuss these issues is likely to be unproductive.  If, at some point, you feel a 
meeting would be helpful please do let me know.” 
 
I understand that, following my letter to the Committee on 26 June, Councillor MacDonald 
wrote directly to the Chair of NHS Highland to raise his concerns.  Councillor MacDonald 
noted that:  
 
The truth of the matter is that we did not turn down a meeting with you as you well know. 
What we said in our letter of June 9 2017 was: ‘If you believe a meeting would assist us in 
progressing our concerns rapidly then of course we are happy to meet with you.  If, however, 
the purpose of such a meeting is simply to reiterate points of little or no relevance to the 
concerns of the electorate and fail to address legitimate issues and concerns that have 
already been put to you, then our time would clearly be better sent progressing these issues 
in other ways. 
 
I understand that, on 3 August, the Chair took the opportunity to write to Councillor 
MacDonald to apologise and set out his understanding, noting: 
 



  
 

I am sorry that you believe that I have misrepresented your position in respect of a meeting. I 
understood from your response that you did not believe that a meeting would be helpful if we 
would be reiterating points previously made.  As our position has not changed, it is likely that 
we would indeed go over previous statements.  Our responses have been consistent, 
however, obviously it concerns me if we are not able to look forward and work together to 
execute all the plans. 
 
In responding to your point about moving plans forward, as you are aware, I have asked 
NHS Highland to establish a Locality Planning Group with all key stakeholders to discuss 
and address any on-going local concerns.  Given  that some of the  concerns being raised 
relate to the out-of-hours provision for Portree and North Skye, you will also be aware that 
NHS Highland are commissioning an independent, external view to provide assurance that 
the arrangements for North Skye in terms of unscheduled and out-of-hours care are robust, 
safe and sustainable.  It is my understanding that this review will begin in early 2018. 
 
I hope my reply is helpful in bringing your considerations to a conclusion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


